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AMENDMENT TO 2007 ANNUAL GROWTH REPORT  
 
 
Background: 
 
In accordance with the Harford County Adequate Public Facilities provisions (Section 267-104) of 
the Harford County Code, testing for adequate school capacities shall occur on June 1 and 
December 1 of each year.  Therefore, amendments to the 2007 Annual Growth Report are required 
and include updated enrollment figures and projections based on September 30, 2008 enrollment 
figures.  Based on the adequacy standards outlined below, the Annual Growth Report is amended 
to reflect current enrollments and projections as of September 30, 2008. 
 

Adequacy Standards: 

The adopted adequacy standards for the Public School system are 105 percent of the rated 
capacity within 3 years for both elementary and secondary schools.  Included with this amendment 
to the 2007 Annual Growth Report are Tables 6, 7, and 8, the utilization charts for the elementary, 
middle, and high schools.  These tables identify current enrollment figures as of September 30, 
2008, and include projections through the 2011/2012 school year.  Preliminary plans for new major 
subdivisions (subdivisions of greater than five lots) cannot be approved in elementary or secondary 
school districts where full-time enrollment currently exceeds or is projected to exceed 105 percent of 
the capacity within three years. 
 
 
Elementary Schools: 
 
Twenty-four of thirty-two elementary schools in Harford County meet adequacy standards.  The 
schools listed below in Table 1 do not meet the adequacy standards established.  Major subdivision 
plans (subdivisions of greater than five lots) within these attendance areas will not be approved, but 
will continue to be reviewed and placed on a waiting list beginning January 1, 2009 until capacity is 
available. 
 
 

Table 1 
 

School Year Actual / Projected 
Students 

Utilization Rate 

Emmorton 2008/2009 676 123% 
Forest Lakes 2008/2009 664 121% 
Fountain Green 2008/2009 651 114% 
Hickory 2008/2009 696 112% 
Magnolia 2008/2009 536 107% 
Prospect Mill 2008/2009 931 137% 
Wm. Paca / Old Post Rd. 2008/2009 995 106% 
Youth’s Benefit 2008/2009 1,072 120% 
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Joppatowne Elementary School currently exceeds 105 percent utilization, although an addition is 
planned to open September 2009, thereby increasing the state-rated capacity to 653.  Therefore, 
major subdivisions (subdivisions of greater than five lots) within this attendance area will be 
removed from the waiting list for review and preliminary plan approval beginning January 1, 2009. 
 
Hickory Elementary School is projected to exceed 105 percent utilization within the next three years. 
 Therefore, major subdivisions (subdivisions of greater than five lots) within this attendance area will 
be reviewed and placed on a waiting list until capacity is available. 
 
 
Secondary Schools: 
 
Currently all seventeen middle and high schools in Harford County meet adequacy standards, 
including C. Milton Wright High School, which is projected to be below 105 percent utilization within 
the next three years.  Therefore, major subdivisions (subdivisions of greater than five lots) within 
this attendance area will be removed from the waiting list for review and preliminary plan approval 
beginning January 1, 2009.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The 2007 Annual Growth Report 

 
 

Table of Contents 
 
 
 
 
Executive Summary .........................................................................................................................1 
 
Introduction and Growth Trends......................................................................................................5 
 
Public Schools................................................................................................................................11 
 
Water and Sewerage ......................................................................................................................25 
 
Road System ..................................................................................................................................31 
 
Appendix............................................................................................................................................ 
 

1.  Pupil Yield Factors  

2.  Elementary School District Map  

3.  Middle School District Map  

4.  High School District Map  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



List of Tables 
 
Table 1 Harford County - Baltimore Region Residential Building Permit Activity ............6 
 
Table 2 Harford County - Baltimore Region Population and Household Projections .........7 
 
Table 3 Harford County - Baltimore Region Employment Projections ...............................8 
 
Table 4 Harford County - Baltimore Region Non-Residential Permit Activity 
   New Permits Valued $50,000 and Over ......................................................9 
 
Table 5 Harford County - Baltimore Region Non-Residential Permit Activity 
   Additions, Alterations, and Repairs Valued $50,000 and Over ................10 
 
Table 6 Harford County Elementary Schools Utilization Chart.........................................14 
 
Table 7 Harford County Middle Schools Utilization Chart................................................15 
 
Table 8 Harford County High Schools Utilization Chart ...................................................16 
 
Table 9 Harford County Modified Elementary School Projections ...................................17 
 
Table 10 Harford County Modified Secondary School Projections .....................................18 
 
Table 11 Harford County Residential Building Permit Activity by Elementary School  
   District……………………………………………………………………19 
 
Table 12 Harford County Residential Building Permit Activity by Middle School  
   District……………………………………………………………………20 
 
Table 13 Harford County Residential Building Permit Activity by High School District ...21 
 
Table 14 Harford County Population and Households by Elementary School District .......22 
 
Table 15 Harford County Population and Households by Middle School District ..............23 
 
Table 16 Harford County Population and Households by High School District..................24 
 
Table 17 Water Consumption and Sewage Generation .......................................................27 
 
Table 18 Harford County System Water Production Projections.........................................28 
 
Table 19 Harford County Present and Projected Sewerage Demands and Planned  
  Capacities………………………………………………………………..……….29  
 

 



List of Tables Continued 
 
 
Table 20 2007 Existing Water and Sewer Capital Projects ..................................................30 

 
Table 21 Signalized Intersection Capacity Analyses............................................................33 
 
Table 22 Unsignalized Intersection Capacity Analyses .......................................................34 
 
Table 23 Average Daily Count Locations ............................................................................35 
 
Table 24 List of Approved County Capital Projects Funded for Construction in FY 08.....36 
 
Table 25 List of Consolidated Transportation Program Projects Funded for   
              Construction in FY 08  ……………………………………………… .......37 
 

 

 

 



 1

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
In accordance with the Harford County Adequate Public Facilities provisions (Section 267-
104) of the Harford County Code, the Harford County Annual Growth Report must be 
updated annually to identify any facilities that are below the County's adopted minimum 
standards.  This year's Annual Growth Report includes information and analysis regarding 
Public Schools, the Water and Sewerage System, and Road Intersections. 
 
Harford County Public Schools: 
 
The adopted adequacy standards for the Public School system are: 
 

Elementary Schools - 105 percent of rated capacity within 3 years. 
Secondary Schools - 105 percent of rated capacity within 3 years.  
 

Under current law, preliminary plans for major subdivisions (subdivisions of greater than 
five lots) cannot be approved in elementary and secondary school districts where the full-
time enrollment currently exceeds, or is projected to exceed, 105 percent of the capacity 
within three years.  Currently, twenty-four of thirty-two elementary schools and sixteen of 
seventeen middle and high schools meet adequacy standards.  The following schools listed 
below do not meet the adequacy standards established.   
 

Elementary Schools Year Actual / Projected 
Students Utilization Rate 

Emmorton Elementary 2007/2008 666 121% 
Forest Lakes Elementary 2007/2008 696 127% 
Fountain Green Elementary 2007/2008 662 116% 
Joppatowne Elementary 2008/2009 523 108% 
Magnolia Elementary 2008/2009 528 106% 
Prospect Mill Elementary 2007/2008 961 141% 
William Paca / Old Post Road 
Elementary 

2008/2009 999 106% 

Youth’s Benefit Elementary 2007/2008 1,065 120% 

Secondary Schools Year Actual / Projected 
Students Utilization Rate 

C. Milton Wright High School 2010/2011 1,780 106% 
 
Beginning July 1, 2008, major subdivision plans within these attendance areas will not be 
approved but will be reviewed and placed on a waiting list until capacity is available.  The 
Aberdeen High School addition is planned to open September, 2008 and will provide relief 
to the attendance area. 
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Harford County Water and Sewerage System: 
 
Based on the Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance and the Harford County Water and 
Sewer Design Guidelines, preliminary plan approvals, public works utility agreements, and 
building permits in areas served by public water and sewer systems can be approved only 
where adequate capacity exists in the water and wastewater treatment facilities and in 
distribution and collection lines serving the area. 
 
The County water system's current average daily usage is 12.9 MGD (Million Gallons Per 
Day), with a peak day demand of 16.6 MGD.  In addition, the County has contracts with the 
municipalities totaling 2.5 MGD; for a total demand of 19.1 MGD.  The Water Treatment 
capacity is 20.4 MGD. 
 
The total average sewerage flows, system capacity, and average reserve for the four 
service areas within Harford County are listed below.   
 

Harford County 2007 Sewerage Capacity by Service Area in Million Gallons Per Day (MGD) 
Service Area Total Flow System Capacity Average Reserve 
Harford County-Sod Run 11.7 20.0 8.3 
Joppatowne 0.73 0.95 0.22 
Spring Meadows 0.01 0.01 0.00 
Whiteford-Cardiff 0.03 0.12 0.09 
 
The determination of water or sewerage capacity in a specific area of the County can be 
found in the "Water and Sewer 2007 Adequate Public Facilities Report” with appropriate 
guidance from the Department of Public Works.  A determination of adequacy is made prior 
to preliminary plan approval, site plan approval, public works utility agreement execution, 
and building permit approval. 
 
The water system is evaluated for adequacy for providing flows during the maximum day 
demand, while maintaining system pressures required to deliver fire flows.  Water booster 
stations and/or transmission lines, service mains, storage tanks, and water treatment plants 
are evaluated. Areas within the Harford County Development Envelope that exist at the 
highest elevations of the water pressure zones are evaluated for adequacy on a case-by-
case analysis.  The anticipated growth within the County is accommodated through a 
combination of developer funded projects and the County Capital Improvement Program.    
 
Currently, there is an estimated 1.3 MGD of water capacity available in the Abingdon Water 
Treatment Plant service area.  Funding, right-of-way acquisition, and construction plans 
have been completed for the expansion of the Abingdon Water Treatment Plant, with 
construction anticipated to be completed in the spring of 2011. 
 
The sewer system is evaluated to accommodate expected peak flows through collectors, 
interceptors, pump stations, force mains, and wastewater treatment plants.  Should a 
problem exist in a collector sewer, it is the developer(s) responsibility to resolve the 
inadequacy.  Inadequacies at major pumping stations and wastewater treatment plants are 
resolved by programmed capital projects or by projects cooperatively supported by a group 
of developers. 
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Harford County Road System: 
 
To determine existing service levels at intersections and the impact of additional traffic, a 
Traffic Impact Analysis (TIA) must be submitted for developments that generate 249 trips 
per day at the time of preliminary/site plan review.  Proposed development located within 
the Route 40 Commercial Revitalization District will not be required to submit a Traffic 
Impact Analysis unless the proposed use will generate 1,500 trips per day at the time of 
preliminary/site plan review. 
 
The adequacy standards for road intersections within the study area are based on the 
property's location within or outside the Development Envelope and are defined as follows: 
 

Inside the Development Envelopment: Level of Service (LOS) D.   
If existing LOS is E or F at an intersection within the Development Envelope, the 

 developer must mitigate the development's new trips. 
 

Outside the Development Envelope: Level of Service (LOS) C.   
If the existing LOS is D or lower, then the developer must mitigate the 
development's new trips. 

 
A developer is required to provide improvements at intersections within the study area 
where trips generated by the development lower the LOS below the adopted standards.  
These improvements must bring the LOS to the adopted standard. If the TIA determines 
that the existing level of service does not meet the adopted standards, the subdivider must 
mitigate the impact of the trips generated from the development site.  The study area is 
defined for areas within and outside the development envelope as: 
 

Inside the Development Envelope: The TIA study area shall include all the 
existing County and State roads from point of entrance of site to the second 
intersection of an arterial roadway or higher functional classification road, in all 
directions.  Developments which generate 1,500 or more trips per day may be 
required to expand the study area. 

 
Outside the Development Envelope: The TIA study area shall include all existing 
County and State roads from point of entrance to first intersection of a major 
collector or higher functional classification road, in all directions.  
 

The determination of existing and projected Levels of Service is calculated in the Traffic 
Impact Analysis, which is performed by the developer and reviewed by the Departments of 
Planning and Zoning and Public Works. 
 
In addition to the review of individual Traffic Impact Analyses, the Departments of Planning 
and Zoning and Public Works have studied a number of major roads and intersections to 
identify existing conditions.  This list of roads represents a cross section of key intersections 
located inside, outside, and on the fringes of the Development Envelope.   
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